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Rickenbacker Spray Branch                                                 March 15, 2015 

By CMSgt Bob Bien: 

I can share a couple interesting stories related to our spray mission in Minnesota but 

first I would like to share a moment of silence for those that have made their final 

mission. Those from the below picture that have passed are Mike Deckman, Paul 

Grubbs, Jack Romero and George Rowcliffe (not in picture).  

The Names: L-R Front Row: Bob Bien. Paul 
Dabrowski, Pauls Grubbs, Mike Deckman   

 
Middle Row L-R: Marv Lawrence, Chuck 
Evey, Maintenance Guy don't know, Jeff 

Price, Jay Smith, Larry Bender  
 

Back Row L-R: Terry Biery, Neal Snyder, Big 
John Philson, Ernie Connet, Jack Romero 
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Here are some of the pictures that I took while we were on this Spray Mission. 

 

 

Figure 1  Captain Jay Smith & Skip Conner 

 

Figure 2  Col. Ernie Connet and SMSgt George Janasov 

  

Figure 3  TSgt. Glenn Cary 

 

Figure 4  Maintenance Man TSgt. Roger Johnson 
 

Figure 5  MSgt. Bob Bien 
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Figure 6 TSgt. Cary on "Guard Duty" 

 

Figure 7  MSgt. Sigthsinger bringing home dinner 

  

Figure 8  MSgt. John Philson & TSgt. Larry Bender 
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Figure 9  MSgt. Sightsinger & MSgt. Marv Lawrence 

 

  

 

Figure 10  Maintenance Man TSgt.  Don Jackson 

 

Figure 11  Maintenance Man Tsgt. Gary Carter 
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Figure 12 Large mountain ranges by the airport 

 

Figure 13  Navigator Paul Sargent, 
 Col Harry Jones & Major Van Jones 

 

10,000 Lakes 

Those of us that flew these missions in Minnesota 

can attest to the fact that Minnesota does indeed have 

at least 10,000 lakes, which we observed from an 

altitude of 500 foot AGL. 

 

 

 

Normally on spray missions we would 

encounter damage claims, from local 

Bee Keepers, for killing their Bees with 

the chemical we sprayed. This mission 

added a new wrinkle, we had additional 

claims from Minnesota Turkey 

Ranchers. Minnesota has a lot of 

Turkey Ranchers and our Big Noisy 

Airplane, flying at 500 feet, scared the 

heck out of them. When scared, 

Turkeys tend to pile on top of one 

another, and those on the bottom tend to 

die. So we earned the reputation of both Bee & Turkey Killers. 
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Besides 10,000 lakes in Minnesota, I believe there must have 

been just as many water towers. Every town seemed to have one 

with their name, boldly written on them. These became very 

helpful in confirming we were spraying in the correct area we 

were assigned to each mission. On the really long spray swaths, 

the water towers became very useful in helping the cockpit crew 

insure they were on the correct swaths. Often time the pilot or 

navigator would call back to the Loadmaster and ask for 

confirmation on the name on the water towers. 

While we had three spray birds working out of 

Fargo, North Dakota, we also had two working out 

of Minneapolis, Minnesota. They were also 

responsible for small portions of Wisconsin. Jeff 

Price and his crew were working out of the 

Minneapolis location. 

We had a total of five aircraft spraying on this critical 

mission. Some of the pictures shown in this article 

were taken at the different locations of the two 

missions. Unfortunately, I can’t remember every team members name and I apologize 

for this!  

We no sooner finished this 

mission and we were requested 

by the Governor of Idaho 

to come there and spray for a 

Grasshopper Infestation. They 

called it the “Hopper Bopper 

War”. The infestation was 

unbelievable. They were eating 

all the crops to where virtually 

nothing was standing. I went out to jog 

the first night in Pocatello, where we 

staged out of, and I was attacked on the 

jogging trails by swarms of grasshoppers, scared the heck out of 

me! A few days later, after spraying, I ventured out for another 

jog, this time, not one attack by a grasshopper. I knew then we 

were winning the war. 
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Where is the Aviation Gas 

  

We staged our aircraft out of Fargo, South Dakota, 

because it was closest to the areas we would be spraying 

in Northern Minnesota. So, once we completed our 

evening spray missions in Minnesota, we would need to 

make a B-Line back to Fargo for gas. One evening while 

out spraying, we encountered a severe thunder storm, 

heavy rain and a lot of thunder and lighting. We had to 

find a place to land quickly. Neal Synder was our pilot 

and between him and the Navigator, they found some little 

airfield, mainly used by small single engine aircraft, and we 

put down there to wait out the storm and hopefully get some 

gas. Once the storm passed, we got the Airfield Manager to 

sell us some gas. The problem was that he had only one small 

gas pump. This was the same as you would see at your local 

gas station. We had to taxi with one engine shut down, the 

one that would be going over the pump. The hose barely 

reached the refill cap. Once we put enough fuel in the 1st 

tank, we taxied out on one engine, turned the plane, shut 

down that engine and started the other, then taxied the other wing over the pump and 

repeated the process.  

When done, Neal tried to pay for the gas with the Official 

Air Force Forms for Reimbursement. The Airport Manager 

would not accept them for payment. Neal ended up paying 

for the fuel with his personal credit card. I remembered all 

the commotion it created when Neal submitted his Travel Voucher. LTC. Terry Rohr 

finally got it resolved and Neal got his money. “I am not sure if he got any Frequent 

Flyer Miles/Bonus Point from his credit card company”. 

 

I have many stories from this and many other Spray Missions but thought these couple 

might be relevant to the pictured article. 


