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Hello Everyone 

On April 21, Charlie Mercer, Ed Kienle and Bob 
Lucas lead the dedication ceremony for the 
new Historical Marker located at Denver Wil-
liams Park in Wilmington. The marker honors 
the US Army and USAFR people that perished 
in the 1964 crash. The ceremony attended by 
120 people, many of whom were family mem-
bers was covered by Dayton Channel 9 News. 
The story ran on the evening news.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bag pipes were played, the name of each air-
crew and paratrooper that perished was read 
and the bell was rung. 

 

Kathy Snapp lost her 
brother in the crash.  
She was amazed at 
the large turn out of 
people for the cere-
mony 

 

 

Ed Kienle setup USA Flags, one for each of 
the 17 people that perished.  

Survivor SMSgt Bill Zugelder (91) attended 
and was interviewed. He spoke about the mid 
air collision and how lucky he was to be  
a survivor. 

 

Chief Flight Engineer SMSgt Charlie Mercer 
made dedication remarks and represented the 
Buckeye Wing. Hats off to our people for mak-
ing donations and being involved. We made a 
difference in the community. 

ESTABLISHED FEB, 1989 

BUCKEYE 
JOURNAL 
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WILMINGTON NEWS JOURNAL APRIL 23, 2018 by John Hampton — “It was very moving. I don’t know what 

else to say.” Those were the words of James Ashley Hopkins, who helped unveil the Ohio Historical Marker 

at Saturday’s dedication and commemoration of the 1964 military air disaster held at J.W. Denver Williams 

Jr. Memorial Park. Hopkins’ grandfather, Air Force pilot Maj. James A. Hopkins’ was one of the 17 service-

men killed when two C-119 “Flying Boxcars” collided in mid-air about five miles northeast of the Clinton 

County Air Force Base on April 18, 1964. Major Hopkins’ grandson revealed the marker along with Kay Fish-

er of the Clinton County Historical Society. President of the Special Forces Chapter 45 and retired Army 

Brig. Gen. Mark Arnold spoke, remembering the 17 men who lost their lives. “Today is a day that we 

demonstrate that we do not forget. We do not forget the 17 brave souls that were taken from this Earth 

during a joint Army/Air Force training exercise in 1964,” said Arnold. 

Arnold went on to say the story was deeper than just the accident; he said that it was about the community 

and about values. “The men killed were not from all over the United States. They all resided right here in 

Ohio or in cities nearby in adjoining states. These men were citizen airmen and citizen soldiers,” he said. 

He noted how, before the accident, these men were probably at their civilian jobs and then later they said 

goodnight to their families, put on their uniforms and drove to their respective posts.“All of them were ex-

pected home by late Sunday evening to see their families after the end of a long training weekend. Just like 

they had done for many months or, for some of them, many years,” said Arnold. “They were expected to be 

at their civilian jobs the next morning. “  The last part never happened.”  

He highlighted the connections the 17 had in their communities and the connections they helped form be-

tween the American military and the average American. He then highlighted the values they held that moti-

vated them including duty, honor, respect, selfless service, integrity, and personal courage. 

After the reveal of the marker, Buckeye Wing Association Member and retired U.S. Air Force Chief Flight En-

gineer SMSgt Charles Mercer led the bell ceremony where each of the 17 names was read. Each name 

would be followed by a bell chime and the placing of a red rose by the marker. Karyl Heismann Menchen, 

the daughter of pilot Maj. Stanley H. Heismann, was moved by all the effort that made the marker happen. 

“It has been a longtime dream,” she said. “The lengths that these groups went through to make it happen 

and to just keep on remembering this tragic event, it’s wonderful.” 
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Historical Marker Dedication 

by SMSgt Charlie Mercer 

April 21, 2018  

 

Denver Williams Park, Wilmington OH 

 

Dedication 

 

Fellow Americans, on behalf of a grateful nation we are gathered here to dedicate this 

memorial. 

 

We dedicate it in the name of these brave patriots who gave their all, so Justice, Free-

dom and Democracy may survive, to be the victorious ideals for peoples of the world. 

 

Those who made the supreme sacrifice are glorious before us, their deeds are an in-

spiration to us all. They served America, yielding their last full measure of devo-

tion...their lives. In their honor may we serve our America with the same devotion. 

 

We dedicate this memorial to them for their faithful service to our country; and for 

the preservation of the memory of these valiant soldiers and airmen who died, that 

Liberty may live. 

 

May God bless and rest their souls. 
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Final Flyover 
Here is the 2016-2018 list of people in the 
Final Flyover. If we are missing anyone, 
please let me know. 

 

Preston Helm            Feb 2, 2018 
Don Mays                   Feb 28, 2018 
Lance Fairchild           Feb 1, 2018 
Donald Ginn              Aug 21, 2016 
Bob Daniels,             Nov 4, 2017, TSgt 
James Rowe,            Sep 30, 2017, SMSgt 
Billy Booth,               Aug 29, 2017, Col. 
Jack Stephens          Dec 24, 2016, MSgt 
Robert Decker,         Jul 16,2017, Enlisted 
Richard Hayes,         Nov 20,2016, CMSgt 
Ralph Desanto,        May 27, 2016, Enlisted 
Lou White 
Bob Schildman,        Apr 29, 2106 
Robert  Boyer,          Feb 21,2016, Enlisted 
Phil “Tap” Ealy,        Jan 17,2016, Col. 
Charles Lay,              Jan 8,2016 
 

E-mail 
We send out emails upon occasion and it 
would really improve our communications if 
all members had an email account. Consider 
asking a family member to help you with 
email. Perhaps your grandchildren would 
even want to help you. 

 

Shots and Medical 
Members that have retired from the US Mili-
tary Service scan get shots and glasses at 
both the VA and at Wright Pat. It is best to 
call in first to get the hours they are open 
and to see if the shot you need is available.   
 
They give shingle shots. 
 
Wright-Patterson Medical Center 
4881 Sugar Maple Dr 
Dayton, OH 45433 
937-257-9926 
 

C-119 Dip Stick 
I was at the Breakfast with friends in Wil-
mington. When, Big John Philson tapped me 
on the shoulder. We shuck hands. He had a 
fuel dip stick in his hand. I looked it over and 
realized this stick was most likely 70 years 
old. Back in the 119 days, the fuel gages 
were double checked with dip sticks. Run-
ning out of fuel would not have been a good 
thing. The flight mechanic would dip the 
tanks as part of his preflight duties. 
 
Big John donated this dip tick to the Buckeye 
Wing. I will bring it to the reunion. 
 

Contact us 
Website:     www.buckeyewing.org 
Email:          ohioairforce@gmail.com 
Phone          513-377-0472 

As the years pass we are unfortunately 
losing our fellow aging members. Please 
think about coming to this reunion. Don’t 
wait till it’s too late. Don’t pass this 
chance to reunite and relive memories 
with some of your pals from the Buckeye 
Wing.                     Tom McVey 
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16th Reunion 

The 16th reunion will be Aug 16-19, 2018. It 
is just 3 months away! This reunion will be 
held at the Fairborn Holiday Inn which is 
close to Wright Patterson. Rob Jamison has 
arranged for us to have a C-17 aircraft tour.  

Schedule of Events 

Thursday 16 August 

Noon  Hospitality Room Opens 

            Welcome to our 16th Reunion 

6 PM Dinner Restaurant TBD 

Friday 17 August 

9:00 AM Hospitality Room Opens 

9:00 AM On Base C-17 Tour 

1:00 PM Visit Air Force Museum 

6:00 PM Dinner Restaurant TBD 

 Saturday 18 August 

9:00 AM Hospitality Room Opens 

4:00 PM Business Meeting 

6:00 PM Group Photos 

6:30 PM Banquet Starts Holiday Inn 

            Honor Guard 

            Opening comments 

            Dinner 

            Speaker CMSgt Robert Jamison 

  8 PM Something Good Performance 

  9 PM Hospitality Room—refreshments 

 

CMSgt Robert Jamison 

Loadmaster in both 

355 & 356th TAS. 

ART in 87th Aerial Port 

at Wright Patterson 

Register for the Reunion  
Please don’t delay, now is the time to send in 

your registration forms. On the form you can 

select the type of meal you want and pay 

your membership dues. 

 

 

The reunion team is made up of Charlie Mer-

cer, Jerry Millhouse, Rob Jamison, Karyl 

Menchen, Jim Valeri and Tom McVey. We are 

still working on ac-

tivities that you may 

attend. 

 
Please call and make your room reservations 
for the nights you plan to stay. The reunion 
starts on Thursday the 16th and the Banquet 
meal will be on Saturday the 18th.  

 
Holiday Inn  
2800 Presidential Dr 
Fairborn, OH 45324 

 

 
For people flying in, the Hotel has a $30 
round trip transportation allowance.  Please 
mark on the registration for of you are flying 
in. 

Please call (937) 426-7800 to reserve your 

room. The rate with breakfast included is 

$109. When you call, ask for The Buckeye 

Wing Reunion Rate. The cut off date for this 

rate is 07/16/2018. 
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About Us 

  

This close-knit group of ladies comes to you with over 20 

years of singing to their credit. Something Good has per-

formed the National Anthem for the many years for the 

Dayton Dragons and for over 15 years for the National 

League Cincinnati Reds. They have also sung for the semi-

pro soccer team, the Cincinnati Bearcats, Indianapolis 500 

as well as performing for the Wright Brothers Celebration of 

Flight. They performed over 30 additional singing engage-

ments for local churches and organizations in the past year. 

Something Good was a featured performance for the Eaton 

Bi-Centennial Celebration.  

 

The group consists of local Preble Co. ladies who enjoy the challenge of dedicated practice 

and the harmonious blends that they bring to their audiences. 

 

This band of singing sisters keeps busy in the summer singing 

special music for local churches in the absence of many choirs 

who take the summer months off. They travel to many local 

counties to perform.  Something Good’s musical specialties in-

clude old favorites from the 40’s to the present modern ballads 

and spiritual music. 

 

           Members of the group are: 

 

                Claudia Anderson           Elaine Gregg                   Sharon McKee  

                Celeste Caplinger            Rosalind Jamison           Janet Sikora 

                Janet Eby                           Bev Jones                        Cindy Straszheim  

We look forward to 

having them sing for 

us.  They include many 

military songs. 


