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Hello Everyone 

 

Reunion 

The 2020 reunion is just 
189 days from now.  
It will be another chance to 
get together again and see 
our members.  This reunion 
will be in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in North Columbus. It is close to the 
Budweiser Brewery plant.  Please call the 
Crowne Plaza and reserve your 
room before July 14, 2020.  Tell 
them you are coming to the 
Buckeye Wing reunion to get 
our rate of $129. 
 
We are planning to visit the Rickenbacker ANG 
Base.  We will leave the Crowne Plaza at 1 PM 
on Friday, August 14.  I will visit Rickenbacker 
Airport in June to get familiar with the parts 
of the base that still remain and plan a series 
of stops for us to make as we visit the base. 
 
The 302nd has had 17 reunions and these re-
unions have allowed us to come together and 
enjoy our company and friendship.  The first 
reunion that I came to was in 2012 at the Hol-
iday Inn in Columbus. I was overwhelmed at 
seeing many of the people that I served with 
back at Rickenbacker.  Now, it’s been eight 
years since I came to my first reunion. I have 
now been to four reunions.  I continue to en-
joy seeing my friends, doing things together 
and talking about the good old days. 

 

 

Member Stories 

I want to keep finding stories about our time 
served in the Buckeye Wing. I am glad to an-
nounce that these stories have come in for 
version 3 of the Blue Book.  

• Marcel Loosebrock sent me a story about  
the first 1STCCTS. His story is on page 2 of 
this newsletter. 

• Kermit Roseberry sent me in a story about 
a inflight landing gear emergency on a C-
119.  It is three pages long and can be 
viewed on our website. 

I am still looking for more stories to come in 
from you, our members.  By sharing these sto-
ries, we can bring back good memories. 
Please send your stories to me.  You may 
US mail them to me at:  
 
801 Cheltenham Place 
Maineville, OH 45039 
 
or email them to me at. 
ohiiairforce@gmail.com 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the Re-
union.  Till then Gear Up Feet Up. 
 
Tom McVey,  President  

Association Established  Feb, 1989 

BUCKEYE 
JOURNAL 

     Wing Established 14 June 
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Buckeye Wing Memories 

We want to continue collecting stories from 

back in the days of the Buckeye Wing.  We 

received this story, thank you Marcel. 

1STCCTS by Marcel Loosbrock 

     I noted in your last Flyer the you haven't 

had a new story in awhile so I thought I 

would add an old one of mine from some 

years ago. I became a member of the Buck-

eye Wing in Nov of 1968 assigned to the 

newly formed 1ST Combat Crew Training 

Squadron. (1STCCTS)  All personnel  were as-

signed to this unit as Air Reserve Techni-

cians.   I had been a Reservist in the 934TH 

TAG in Minneapolis/ST Paul Minn. 

       The 1STCCTS was formed to train active 

duty crews through Phase I in the C119G air-

craft with the plan to form additional  gun-

ship units for the Vietnam War.  Since there 

were no active duty units currently flying the 

C-119 the 302nd was chosen to  train these 

crews.   Probably the only time an Air Force 

Reserve Flying Unit trained Active Duty 

Crews.   Frank Hamilton was our Commander 

and all of our personnel were or became In-

structors in the C-119. 

     The initial classes we trained included ac-

tive duty navigators to train also as they 

would be required to navigate the ini-

tial  C119s over water to Vietnam.  

 

 

 

 

Additional info  from Wikipedia 

Copied by Tom McVey 

 

The 1st Combat Crew Training Squadron 

(1STCCTS) 

 

was later renamed to. 

1st Tactical Airlift Training Squadron  

(1stTATS) 

 

From April 1968 to March 1973 the wing pro-

vided AC-119 gunship training 

for pilots, navigators, flight engineers, 

and mechanics of USAF active units and per-

sonnel from Jordan, Morocco, Ethiopia, 

and South Vietnam.   

 

The wing assumed a rotational airlift task in 

support of USAF Southern Command from 

April 1973 through January 1976.  

 

Also in April 1973, the wing assumed an aeri-

al spraying mission with UC-123 aircraft, 

which frequently took wing crews to Central 

America, the Caribbean, the Azores, North 

Africa, islands of the Pacific, and to many US 

points for insect-spraying missions.  
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Final Flyover 
Here is the 2019-2020 list of new additions 
to the Final Flyover. If we are missing any-
one, please let me know. 
 

Roger Bineger                                Jan 11, 2019 
Richard Stinson   Feb 11, 2019 
Ernest “Randy” Webster       Jun   2,  2019 
Jeffrey Price                      Jun 27, 2019 
Leonard Richard Baker                 Sep 17, 2019 
Ray Maxwell    Nov 11, 2019

  

E-mail 
We send out emails upon occasion and it 
would really improve our communications if 
all members had an email account. Consider 
asking a family member to help you with 
email. Perhaps your grandchildren would 
even want to help you. Please send us a 
email and we will add you to our list. 
 

Contact us 
Website:     www.buckeyewing.org 
Email:          ohioairforce@gmail.com 
Phone          513-377-0472 
 
 

Shots and Medical 
Members that have retired from the US Mili-
tary Service can get shots and glasses at 
both the VA and at Wright Pat. It is best to 
call in first to get the hours they are open 
and to see if the shot you need is available 
They give shingle shots. 
 
Wright-Patterson Medical Center 
4881 Sugar Maple Dr 
Dayton, OH 45433 
937-257-9926 
 

 

DD214 Reminder 

Please make sure your loved ones have a 

copy of your DD214 or your Air Force retire-

ment papers. Your loved ones may need to 

use these in the event of your passing.  It’s 

better to make sure they have them now.  

That way they won’t have to worry about 

finding them during a time of grief and sor-

row. 

 
 

Space A Travel 
You maybe eligible for Space A Travel. If you 
are interested you can call any of these num-
bers at WPAFB: 

 

Pax Service Desk  937-257-7741 
Recording   866-608-2976 

As the years pass we are unfortunately 
losing our fellow aging members. Please 
think about coming to this reunion. Don’t 
wait till it’s too late. Don’t pass up this 
chance to reunite and relive memories 
with some of your pals from the Buckeye 
Wing.                     Tom McVey 
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18th Reunion 

The 18th reunion will be held during  

Aug 14-15, 2020. This reunion will be held at 

the Crown Plaza in Worthington, OH. It  is 

close to the Budweiser plant.  

 

Schedule of Events 

Friday 14 August 

Noon  Hospitality Room Opens 

1 PM visit to Rickenbacker Airport 

6 PM Dinner Restaurant TBD 

 

 Saturday 15 August 

  9:00 AM Hospitality Room Opens 

10:00 AM Visit the Veterans Memorial 

                     300 W Broad St 

  3:00 PM Business Meeting 

  5:00 PM Group Photos 

  5:30 PM Banquet Starts Holiday Inn 

            Honor Guard 

            Opening comments 

            Dinner 

            Speaker 

    8 PM Hospitality Room—refreshments 

 

Jerry Millhouse and I are working on arrange-

ments for a banquet speaker. If you have any 

recommendations that you would like consid-

ered we please let us know. 

 

Elimination of Dues for 2020  
The Buckeye Wing Association (BWA) Officers 

and the Board of directors have approved a 

motion to eliminate dues for 2020—2021. 

The reunion registration form has been ad-

justed for this. 

 

$10 Banquet Meal Credit 

The BWA treasury has an excess of funds. We 

are now going to reduce the cost of the ban-

quet meal by $10.  This applies to every per-

son attending the banquet dinner.  The $10 

credit reduces the meal cost from $45 to $35 

per person. 

 

Please call and make your room reservations 

for the nights you plan to stay. The reunion 

starts on Friday the 14th and the Banquet 

meal will be on Saturday the 15th. 

Crown Plaza  

6500 Doubletree Ave 

Columbus, OH 43229 

 

 
 

Please call (614) 885-1885 to reserve your 

room. The rate with breakfast included is 

$129. When you call, ask for The Buckeye 

Wing Reunion Rate. The cut off date for this 

hotel rate is 07/14/2020. 

The Reunion  

Registration form is attached 

Please mail it in before July 21st. 
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Survey Results—August 2019 

 

I felt that a survey was in order to hear from our 

members. I know that usually only about 10% of the  

people will respond to a survey.  I felt that we got 

back some great survey comments.  Many comments 

were about keeping up the good work.  Ken Huff, 

Jerry Millhouse, Charlie Mercer, Kary Menchen and 

Jim Valeri deserve the credit for all these good com-

ments.  They pull together to make the Buckeye 

Wing Association work.  We also got some feedback 

on things that we need to improve. 

 
Here are some of the major comments. I also includ-

ed my comments in blue as your president. 
 

From Bob Blankemeyer  - Sent the beginning of a 

story about a train trip to San Antonio.  I will need 

some further details then I want to include this in 

Blue Book 3. 

From Bill Bringardner—Keep up the good work.  

He sid the C-119 was a great plane to fly. Thanks. 

From Kenneth Turner —Let us know what is going 

on.  Kenneth goes to breakfast each month.  I think 

this is in Columbus, OH.. Kenneth included his recol-

lection of the 68  mid air C-119 crashed and some 

other incidents that happened while he was on flying 

status.  I need to meet with Kenneth to get some more 

background.  I am hoping to include this in Blue 

Book 3. 

From James Demmery—James has a correction to 

the Final Flyover, he also let me know that Vaughn 

Burton had passed in 2017 and was not in the final 

flyover. I will be meeting with Jim sometime in May 

to get some additional stories about Vietnam and the 

68 and 72 crashes.  

From GG Walker—I worked at CCAFB from 1960 

to 1962. Enjoyable times and I made many lifelong 

friends.  I was elected as Miss Flame at CCAFB. 

Thanks, I wonder if anyone has a Buckeye Flyer with 

you in it. 

 

 

 

 

From  James Cooper—In flying days of yore, those 

with multiple ratings were called “Double Threats”. 

I’m one of those: Navigator rated by the USAF and 

holding a commercial Pilot rating from the FAA. 

 

So there we were, flying along fat, dumb and happy. 

The AC of our Clinton County C-119 asked me to 

take over for bit, while he went back for a nap. Done. 

Flying conditions were in-and-out, and I dodged most 

of the build-ups but didn’t see one little one. ‘till we 

were in it. Not a problem for me, we were soon in the 

clear, but it was a small problem for the AC. 

It seems the “little build-up was full of water, and a 

good portion entered our leaky fuselage, immediately 

finding the AC’s bunk. He was soaking wet and in 

feigned rage, appeared in the cockpit, wanting to 

know if I had lost my mind!  I assured him to the 

contrary, his cotton flight suit eventually dried, and 

we droned on. 

Funny how little things can upset an AC! 

 

From Ron Eggers—I read your issues with the reun-

ions being centered around the flyboys. You make a 

good point.  I want you to know that we want to in-

clude everyone.  We want flyers and non flyers  to 

have a good time. We are not perfect and have made 

some mistakes. It’s true that  most of the people that 

come to the reunions were at one time or another on 

flying status. But, I know that  80% of the Buckeye 

Wing were non flyers.  Be they security police, hos-

pital, HQ, cooks or any of the many dozens of units 

that made up the Buckeye Wing. I am sincere about 

including everyone!  
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Survey Results 

 
Here are some of the major comments.  I also include 

any comments as your president. 
 

Henry Harlow—I liked having to repeat UC-123K 

to active duty types when asked aircraft type. 

Glen Cary—No more speakers.  Thanks for your 

service.  I think speakers help to focus the banquet 

dinner.  But I can promise you no more check rides. 

Don Carter—Best missions were to Massachusetts, 

Florida Flare mission, Randy Scotch’s wrecked boat. 

What happened in Massachusetts, stays in Massachu-

setts,  

Ed Pence—I would like people to come early before 

the banquet so we can have more mingling and better 

visits.  We see that a lot of the people show up close 

to the banquet dinner.  We encourage every one to 

come early and mingle. 

From Jack Levy—I enjoy being with all of you. We 

also liked your help. We will hope you can help us at 

the 2020 reunion, 

From John Bowling—best memory is being on 

board a flight in Savannah, when we had a propeller 

problem and almost had to bail out.  John, We would 

all like to know more about this one. This could be a 

blue book story. 

From John Wilson—best memories are, check rides 

from George Rowcliffe, and all my friendships that 

have lasted a lifetime.  When George gave a check 

ride, every on the crew even the SOF was under his 

magnifying glass. Together, we shared many adven-

tures. That is what  keeps us coming to reunions.  We 

hope to see you in 2020. 

From Gerald McDahiel—I prefer the breakfasts ra-

ther thar the dinners. I also enjoy the breakfasts.  You 

may come to the reunion but not go to the dinner.  

Then you get to see those people that don’t come to 

the breakfasts.  The cost this reunion is zero so stop 

by the hospitality room.  Saturday about 1 PM will be 

great timing for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Dan Bratka—You are doing a great job on 

these reunions. It’s a team effort. 

From Jim Ogden—I hope to see you all at the 

breakfast. 

From Frank Hamilton—Keep it up—Don’t change. 

Best memories, coming in as a 2nd Lt and coming 

out as a Full Col. Serving with General Campbell. 

Thanks. 

From Tony Durant—Keep up the good work. 

Thanks. 

From Brenda Fryburger— I made a lot of great 

friends in the 67th AEF and a lot of good friends in 

the 356 TAS. Friendships are what reunions are all 

about. 

From Dean Smittle—Keep up the good work..  I can 

help with Public Relations.  I am still the 700 WLW 

Military Analyst.  We may ask Dean to announce our 

reunion around June of 2020.  Dean also gave a full 

page story about a Kentucky Col Award given to a 

NCO.  I will be including in Blue Book 3, 

From Tom Tatham— Keep up the good work.  Tom 

also gave me the address for Jon Hendershott.  I will 

include him in this newsletter mailing.  He also gave 

a short memory about a lobster run to NAS Bruns-

wick.  I will also include this in Blue Book 3. 

From Danny Howser—Wants to get an email roster.  

Danny, we already have that in the members listing 

stored on the web site in the members area. The pass-

word is wine.  

From Gerald Eppert— best memory—giving out 

flu shots in the fall weekends. I always know the shot 

team greatly enjoyed their work. 
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Buckeye Wing Association—Reunion Registration Form 

Crowne Plaza  6500 Doubletree Avenue Columbus, Ohio .. Aug 14-16 

   

Please fill in with your current information.  For nametag purposes, please list the 

names of everyone in your party. 

                                                 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Please mail in this completed registration form postmarked before July  21th, 2020 with your check made 

out to The Buckeye Wing Association and Mail to: 

 

Jerry Millhouse, 6715 Yorkcliff Place, Dayton, OH 45459-3052 

Your Name Spouse or Significant Other 

Address Guest 1 

City, State and Zip Code Guest 2 

Phone E-Mail Address 

Arrival Date and Time If Flying, Airline and Flight Number 

Membership Dues Cost Based on Treasury levels, dues will not be 

collected for the years of 2020 to 2022. 

This was published in the  

August 2019 newsletter. 

Membership Dues for 2 years Free For 

2020-2022 

Banquet Meal Saturday 15th 5 PM Cost Qty Total Amount 

Heartland Buffet Includes 

Fresh Baby Spinach and Romaine Salad with Ripe Grape  

Tomatoes, English Cucumbers and Crunchy Garlic Croutons,  

Sliced Fresh Seasonal Fruit and Berries 

       Grilled Flank Steak, 

       Baked Tilapia, 

       Crispy Fried Chicken 

Four Cheese Macaroni & Cheese,  

Sauteed Fresh Vegetables, Assorted Rolls, 

Flatbreads & Butter, Apple Pie, Chocolate Mousse & Cheesecake 

 

Includes Coffee and Ice Tea 

 

 

 

 

$35 

  

Please Enter Qty of meals  

and Total Amount. 

 

Please note a $10 per person meal credit 

has already been included in this meal 

price 

  


